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Gentlemen and ladies,

This is the second quarter / reunion 2011 edi-
tion of the Sitrep. It is short on stories because no
one has sent me anything in many months. But that
1s OK, I can keep it simple and to the point.

We are meeting in Oklahoma City September
19th through the 24th. Yes, it is a day longer this
year but, what the heck, many of us are retired now
and it cost some bucks to get there, there is a lot to
see and do, so since we will be there, lets see and do
it!

Our host hotel is the fabulous Residence Inn
by Marriott located in the heart of Historic Brick
town and convention committee Don and Hope
White have negotiated a huge discount for us; $109
per night (plus 14% tax) ( or $124 per night includ-
ing tax ). That is for all nights; no weekend rates,
King or dual Queens. And all have free breakfast
and Internet. (The “walk-in” rate is $189 per night!)

Monday we will open and start in the hospi-
tality suite from 1:00P.M on so come by and get a
goodie bag and dog tags (in case you get lost) and
have a beverage, or two.

Dinner that evening is on your own but for those
who are up for it we will gather and take the 7:00
PM canal ride and then go on to Toby Keith's for live
music which begins at 8. I am told that you can also
get a free hamburger and other stuff at Toby
Kieth’s.Bar and Grille if you have some form of
proof of service (VFW card, VA card etc.) so for those
of you who don’t mind eating a bit later, get a free
hamburger at Toby's! This entire evening, indeed
many of our events this year, are ala carte or pay as
you go; participate if you wish or hang out in the
hospitality suite or go exploring; you choose. Did I
mention that the hospitality suite overlooks Toby
Keith's Bar and Grille, the River walk, and the pool?
A great location!

Tuesday morning we will enjoy the hotels
free breakfast which Don says is very good with all
the usual menu items including bacon and eggs
from the kitchen and make-them-yourself waffles
and pancakes, sweet breads and cereals , juice bar
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etc., something for everyone!

After breakfast we will enjoy a free day with
no formal events but Hope suggests we all wander
down to the trolley station, about a block, and take
the trolley tour around Oklahoma City. With the
tour we can jump off and on at will and take our
time seeing the city. Hope recommends seeing the
Oklahoma City National Memorial (Bombing site
and Museum), lunch at the Museum Café, and then
on to the Botanical Gardens. Dinner is again on
your own but that evening we will be hosting our
second annual A-1-8 Bowling Tournament. Last
years champion Sandy Westbrook says she has not
been practicing but will be there to protect her
crown; Bring it on! And there will be a trophy for
the winner this year!

Wednesday morning during our free break-
fast we will be conducting part one of our business
meeting so if you don’t want to be elected to any-
thing, be there to decline! After breakfast we have a
Free Day and The Committee (Hope) suggests a day
trip to the Oklahoma State Fair which is about a
twenty minute drive away and will be chock full of
the usual fried everything and exhibits and shows
and.... And that evening we have the opportunity to
attend an NBA basketball game between the Boston
Celtics and Oklahoma Thunder. Again, as always,
you do not have to participate but for those of us
who don’t typically have the opportunity to attend
an NBA game, this will be unique, and fun!

Thursday after breakfast we are going to
carpool to the Cowboy Hall of Fame, or at least
those who wish to , followed by lunch at the Omni-
Plex or the Zoo (they are next door to each other).
And at 5:30 we migrate across the parking lot to
Remington Park Casino for an evening of horse
racing in a private sky box / suite. Our Suite in-
cludes food and beverage and not just hot dogs folks
but Hors d’ oeuvres, shrimp, cheese and fruit trays,
carved prime rib and roasted pork vegetables and....
If you haven't experienced a private sky box before,
this will be a real treat! Because we have had to pre
pay and guarantee this event we really encourage
everyone to sign up for this one! Even if you don’t
want to wager on the horses the Cont. page 2
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shoW and food ?s worth the money. And there is a A-1-8 Reunion September 19—24
Casino downstairs!

Fridays suggested itinerary, after break- -
fast , is to Trolley to the Oklahoma Capital for a Residence
hosted tour followed by lunch at the Governors Ian :
mansion, and then on to the Oklahoma City Mu- -\____,lmrmit‘/ >
seum and the Military Museum. That evening we
are going to have dinner as a group followed by the 400 East .Reno Ave
Punch Bowl ceremony. The location is still being Oklahoma City, OK 73104
worked out but Hope and Don say it will be an out- Make your reservations by calling the hotel
door venue and include a campfire. Hopefully Spider direct at 1-405-601-1700 or Marriott's toll free
or Don Cheek will show up with their guitars and reservations at 1-800-marriott and reference
we will have a very special evening! Oklahoma City-Bricktown. Our group refer-

Saturday we will have our final business ence code is A-1-8 Vietnam Veterans.

meeting, elections, picking next years location and Room rate = $109 plus tax and includes break-
will be our last “official” day together. After break- fast each day and in room Internet access
fast many will be going home but for those staying Parking is $6 per day '

on there are many options including Bull Riding Fi-
nals at the fair or an Oklahoma University football Our special $109 rate expires August 15th after
game. So much to see and do! which rooms and rates are subject to availability.

As you can see there is plenty to see and en-
joy in Oklahoma City which is why we are giving Vietnam is the first war fought without any
you so much free time and not as much structure as | ¢ensorship. Without censorship things can be
in years past. Transportation is going to be carpool- | terribly confused in the public mind.
ing or by trolley and everyone is free to participate General William Westmoreland
as often as they wish or just freestyle and join us
along the way! It’s not just a reunion, it’s a vacation!
So plan now to join us!

You can't say civilization don't advance...in every
war they kill you in anew way.  will Rogers

“zlEE

Our Host Hotel The Marriot Residence Inn Brickyard is situated in the historic Brickyard and is pedestrian, Water Taxi, or
Trolley close to everything tourist and local alike could need or desire for a wonderful vacation. Restaurants, Clubs, Bass Pro
Shop, hundreds of retail shops, ball park, Coca Cola Events Center, theatres, museums and...so much more! And within a short
car pool drive there is also the Remington Horse Racing Park and Casino, Oklahoma State Fair, Oklahoma National Memorial,
Cowboy Hall Of Fame and....But more than anything else September 19 —24th there will be the veterans of A-1-8 4th Infantry
Division reminiscing and sharing the brotherhood born of combat and service. Plan now to be there!!
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This and That

I haven’t heard about anyone's passing so there is no
TAPS this issue.

Gerry “Howie” Howard reports he is OK, still not
100% , and never will be, but his pain is manageable. He is
not sure about travelling to Oklahoma but will try, hard. We
are all pretty fragile these days it seems.

Greg “Rollie” Rollinger has joined, and is serving
on, the Ft. Snelling National Cemetery rifle squad, has been
for the past two years. The squad was formed about 30 years
ago when a vet attending a friends funeral discovered there
were, and are, not enough rifle corps to service the numerous
vet funerals conducted daily. The VA says about 750 vets
(mostly WWII) are dying each day. Rollie reports he is
not the oldest, nor the youngest, guy involved in the squad
the oldest member being 87 and the youngest 59. Each mem-
ber volunteers one day a week. All are vets but not all served
in combat; some say they serve because they did not serve in
combat and feel this is a good way to finish what they feel
they missed. They come from all branches of service, Army,
Navy, Marines, and Air Force.

Some vets, particularly the older ones, have only a few peo-
ple attend their funerals and others no one at all but, because

of the honor guard, no one is totally forgotten, no one goes
out totally alone. Good job Rollie!

Hope and Don White report both of their kids are on
the mend and her daughter may be able to drive again one
day. She suffered a major stroke last summer.

Dave Muck is better thanks to a pacemaker but has
not been able to go back to work so is working around the
homestead and being Grandpa. And that’s not hard work?

Did you know that A-1-8 Alumni Steve Benyshek
served a term as the Mayor of his hometown, Cuba, Kansas?

Speaking of heart conditions, I haven’t heard from
Pappy Rowls in two years. What’s up Pappy?

Spider Meli is rumored to have moved to Florida.
Does anyone have his new address?

Jerry Horton has moved to Minnesota for the sum-
mer and says “Y’all come fishin”.

Have you any news to be shared with the membership? Email
me at kenmacl@cox.net or call me at (619) 997-0176. and 1
will get into the next Sitrep.

*(hospitality suite, postage etc.)
OPTIONAL

Thunder vs Celtics Basketball game.

All of our other activities are “pay as we go”.

{Shirt Sizes & Quantity: S M L

Basic Reunion Fee* is $50 per person. Number attending:

Number attending:
Remington Horse Racing Party Suite. Number Attending:

Reunion Souvenir Shirt. {sizes below please} Number:

Cut off fllout and mall

A-1-8 2011 Reunion Sign Up
Please fill in the blanks and forward with your remittance by August 15th.

Who is attending:

Name:

Name:

x's $50 =
X’s $40 =
X’s $95 =
X’s $21 =
TOTAL =
XL XXL ~ XXXL }
Name :
Name :

Send your completed form to: Ken McCormack @ 4208 N. Rogers Rd. Spring Valley CA 91977.
Make your check payable to “A-1-8 Chapter 4th ID”. Do not make your check payable to Ken!



Notable Quotes

In 1966 upon being told that President Charles
DeGaulle had taken France out of NATO and that
all U.S. Troops must be evacuated off of French
soil President Lyndon Johnson mentioned to Sec-
retary of State Dean Rusk that he should ask De-
Gaulle about the Americans buried in France.
Dean implied in his answer that that DeGaulle
should not really be asked that in the meeting at
which point President Johnson then told Secretary
of State Dean Rusk:

"Ask him about the cemeteries Dean!"

That made it into a Presidential Order so he had
to ask President DeGaulle.

So, at end of the meeting Dean did ask De-
Gaulle if his order to remove all U.S. troops from
French soil also included the 60,000+ soldiers
buried in France from World War I and World
War II.

DeGaule, embarrassed, got up, left the room,
and never answered the question.

In January 2003 when in England at a
World Economic Forum conference Colin
Powell was asked by the Archbishop of Can-
terbury if our plans for Iraq were just an ex-
ample of empire-building by George Bush.

He answered ..."Over the years, the United
States has sent many of its fine young men
and women into great peril to fight for free-
dom beyond our borders. The only amount of
land we have ever asked for in return is
enough to bury those that did not return."

It got very quiet in the room.

"Courage is being scared to
death, but saddling up anyway."
John Wayne
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PO Box 37
Spring Valley, CA 91976
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2011 A-1-8 reunion information inside!

"Gentlemen, we are being killed on the beaches. Let

us go inland and be killed."

General Norman Cota — Omaha Beach, 6 June 1944.




